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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application. 

fisting of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for the preparation of 4,4*-diisopropyIbiphenyl, 
said method comprising: 

(a) continuously contacting in a flow reactor (i) biphenyl, (ii) at least one inert 
solvent, (iii) propene, and (iv) an inert diluent gas. said flow reactor 
containing at least one solid acidic catalyst, said contacting being 
conducted at a pressure greater than about 1 atmosphere and at a 
temperature greater than 180°C; and 

(b) continuously recovering an effluent [[steam]) stream comprising product 
4,4 , -diisopropylbiphenyl, inert solvent, and inert diluent gas» said product 
4.4 > -diidoOTopvlhiphenvl being produced with a selectivity of at least 70 
percent . 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said solid acid catalyst is 
selected from the group consisting of acidic zeolites of type A, X, Y, USY and 
ZSM-5. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said acidic zeolite is a 
mordenke acidic zeolite. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 3 wherein said acidic zeolite comprises 
S1O2 and A1 2 0 3 structural units, said Si02 and AI2O3 structural units being present 
in a molar ratio in a range from about 10 to 1 to about 500 to 1 moles of Si0 2 
structural units to moles of A1 2 0 3 structural units. 



2 of 6 

PAGE 216 * RCVD AT 9/1/2006 9:17:52 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0€ FXRF-3/20 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:51838761 10 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-06 



09/01/2006 09:17 5183876110 



GE PATENT AND LEGAL 



PAGE 03 



Application No. 1 0/74 L323 126732-2 
Response dated: September 1, 2006 
Reply to Office Action of August 2, 2006 

5. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein the biphenyl is continuously 
contacted with the solid acidic catalyst at a weight hourly space velocity (WHvSV) 
of between about 0,025 hr 1 and about 10 hr" 1 . 



6. (Original) A method according to claim 5 wherein said weight hourly space 
velocity (WHSV) is in a range between about 0.1 and about 2.5 hr\ 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said inert solvent has a boiling 
point in a range between about 1 80°C and about 320°C. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 7 wherein said solvent is a saturated 
hydrocarbon. 

9. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said propene is present in an 
amount corresponding to between about 0.1 mole and about 10 moles of propene 
per mole of biphenyl 

10- (Original) A method according to claim 9 wherein said propene is present in an 
amount corresponding to between about 2 and about 5 moles of propene per mole 
of biphenyl. 

1 1 . (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said diluent gas is selected 
from the group consisting of nitrogen, helium, argon, and carbon dioxide. 

12. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said diluent gas is nitrogen, 

13. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said contacting is conducted at 
a pressure in a range between about 1 atmosphere and about 100 atmospheres. 



14. (Original) A method according to claim 13 wherein said contacting is carried out 
at a pressure in a range between about 2 atmospheres and about 40 atmospheres. 
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15. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said contacting is carried out 
at a temperature in a range between about 1 80°C and about 320°C. 

16. (Original) A method according to claim 15 wherein said contacting is carried out 
at a temperature in a range between about 200°C and about 250°C. 

17. (Original) A method according to claim 1 wherein said biphenyl and said inert 
solvent are continuously contacted with said acidic catalyst at a feed rate 
corresponding to between about 0.1 and about 5 catalyst bed volumes per hour. 

18. (Original) A method according to claim 17 wherein said feed rate corresponds to 
between about 1 and about 3 catalyst bed volumes per hour. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for the continuous preparation of 4,4'- 
diisopropyl biphenyl, said method comprising: 

(a) continuously introducing into a flow reactor containing a solid bed of an 
acidic zeolite catalyst at a temperature in a range between about 180°C and 
about 320*C and a pressure between about 2 and about 50 atmospheres, (i) 
a solution comprising biphenyl and at least one inert hydrocarbon solvent, 
(ii) propene, and (iii) an inert diluent gas, said solvent having a boiling 
point in a range between about 180°C and about 320°C, said solution being 
introduced into said flow reactor at a feed rate corresponding to about 0.1 
to about 5 catalyst bed volumes per hour, said propene being introduced at 
a feed rate corresponding to between about 1 and about 10 moles of 
propene per mole of biphenyl; and 

(b) continuously removing from the flow reactor an effluent [[steam]] stream 
comprising product 4,4'-diisopropylbiphenyl, inert hydrocarbon solvent, 
and inert diluent gas , said product 4,4'-diiflopropvlbiphenvl being 
produced with a selectivity of at least 70 percent . 
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20. (Original) A method according to claim 19 wherein said acidic zeolite catalyst 
comprises SiO^ and AI2O3 structural units, said S1O2 and AI2O3 structural units 
being present in a molar ratio in a range from about 20 to 1 to about 500 to about 
1 moles of Si02 structural units to moles of AI2O3 structural units. 

21. (Original) A method according to claim 20 wherein the biphenyl is continuously 
contacted with the acidic zeolite catalyst at a weight hourly space velocity 
(WHSV) of between about 0.025 to about 10 hr\ 

22. (Currently Amended) A method for the continuous preparation of 4,4'- 
diisopropylbiphenyl, said method comprising: 

(a) continuously introducing into a flow reactor containing a solid bed of an 
acidic zeolite catalyst at a temperature in a range between about 200°C and 
about 250*C and a pressure between about 10 and about 30 atmospheres, 
(i) a solution comprising biphenyl and decalin, (ii) propene, and (iii) 
nitrogen gas, said solution having a concentration of biphenyl in a range 
between about 0.1 and L0 moles of biphenyl per liter of solution, said 
solution being introduced into said flow reactor at a feed rate 
corresponding to between about 0,1 and about 5 catalyst bed volumes per 
hour, said propene being introduced at a feed rate corresponding to 
between about 1 and about 10 moles of propene per mole of biphenyl; and 

(b) continuously removing from the flow reactor an effluent [[steam]] stream 
comprising product 4,4'-diisopropylbiphenyl> decalin, and nitrogen gas A 
said product 4.4 > -diidopropylbiphenvl being produced with a selectivity of 
at least 70 percent . 
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In view of the foregoing, the Applicants courteously solicit a prompt examination 
and allowance of claims 1-22. Should the need arise, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the Applicant's representative at the telephone number listed below. 



GE Global Research 
1 Research Circle 
Building Kl > Room 3A71 
Niskayuna, New York 12309 
September 1 , 2006 
Telephone: (518)387-7354 



Respectfully submitted, 
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